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To: Chair and Members of the London Police Services Board 

Date: October 15, 2020 

Subject: Collection, Preservation, and Control of Property and Evidence 

Synopsis: 

This Report provides a synopsis of the personal property, money, and firearms that have come 
into possession of the London Police Service, between June 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, 
including the disposition of these items, in accordance with sections 132, 133, and 134 of the 
Police Services Act. 

The London Police Service Firearms, Property and Evidence Control Unit handles a multitude of 
items that must be cataloged, tracked, and preserved as evidence of a crime, returned to the 
lawful owner, or otherwise disposed of. Members working in the unit receive items internally 
from officers and requests externally from members of the public. 

Background: 

The Policing Standards Manual, created under Ontario Regulation 3/99 Adequacy and 
Effectiveness of Police Services, made under the Police Services Act, requires Police Services 
Boards to have a Policy “with respect to property and evidence control and the collection, 
preservation, documentation and analysis of physical evidence [and] that the Chief of Police will 
ensure and report back on compliance by members of the police service with sections 132, 133 
and 134 of the Police Services Act.” 

The London Police Services Board Policy (LPSB Policy #23-2000 - Collection, Preservation, 
and Control of Evidence and Property) reflects the language of the Police Services Act and 
requires the Chief of Police to Report to the Board accordingly.  

Section 132 Police Services Act - Reporting Requirements (Seized and/or Found Personal 
Property, except Currency and Firearms):  

During the reporting period of June 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, the Firearms, Property and 
Evidence Control Unit housed 33,789 items including personal articles (e.g., clothing, tools, 
electronics, etc.), securities (including identification and currency), firearms, jewelry, bicycles, 
drugs, and liquor.  

In total, 16,165 items were taken into the property room, and 13,443 items were disposed of. 
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This represents an increase of 3,617 items from the previous period (attached Report for 
details). The impacts of the COVID pandemic has resulted in one fewer property auction during 
the reporting period and fewer returns of property during the restricted access to Headquarters.  
 
Section 133 Police Services Act - Reporting Requirements (Disposition of Found and Seized 
Currency:  
 
During the reporting period, unclaimed money in the amount of $15,322.69 CDN + $93.00 USD 
were submitted to the Board.  
 
$8060.49 CDN was submitted to the Board from one property auction.  
 
$880.15 CDN was submitted to the Board derived from scrap metal returns and liquor bottle 
returns. 
 
Section 134 Police Services Act - Reporting Requirements (Disposition of Found and Seized 
Firearms:  
 
During the reporting period, 550 firearms were seized and/or found by London Police Officers. 
118 firearms were returned to their lawful owner.  
 
On October 4, 2019, 269 firearms were destroyed under close police supervision. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The Board has received $24,356.33 CDN during the reporting period. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that the Board receive this Report for its information. 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Stuart Betts, Deputy Chief - Administration 
 
 
Attachment: Collection, Preservation, and Control of Property and Evidence Report prepared 

by Sgt. Brendan Hicks, Firearms, Property and Evidence Control Unit. 
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